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S.S. LESSON AND YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 13 


. . . I charge you therefore to remember that you have a position 

to maintain, not in these secluded walks or amid friendly walls only, 
os but in the world where enemies have said, “Let us take for ourselves the 
ques. whole pastures of God.” I make you with your colleagues responsible 
a for this, in your life and teaching. 


—_ You must compel, and I use this word as Christ used it, the students 


oa in your classes to believe what you preach. It is not enough to deliver 
chism, what you believe to be the truth. It is not enough to demand an exami- 
a nation in what you have said. It is not duty well done if you say, “Here 
terest it is, Take it or leave it.” You must teach with so much conviction, 
“call impart with so much skill and tact, deal so powerfully with your students, 
"a that they will never forget. 

~~ . . . If such be the case, the “great Cloud of Witnesses,” yes, even 


rs and the Angels of God shall say to each other, “The spirit of Elijah doth 
had a P . »” 

rest on Elisha. 
—From the charge delivered to the late Dr. C. W. Hodge by Dr. 


Maitland Alexander, as Dr. Hodge assumed the Professorship of 
Theology at Princeton, succeeding Dr. Benjamin Warfield. 
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The lead articles in both this issue 
and next week’s are by elect women of 
the Church. They are on profound 
themes. This week (p. 5) Miss Mar- 
garet Clarkson has written a truly 
Biblical study of the Covenant. This 
will be followed in the next issue by 
an equally Biblical study of Predestin- 
ation. 





King College, of Bristol, Tenn., has 
registered a “first,” we believe, in the 
field of academic awards. When a dis- 
tinguished layman who was scheduled 
for an honorary degree died just be- 
fore the time for the presentation, the 
college proceeded to honor him post- 
humously. So far as we know this is 
the first time this has ever been done. 





From Paris we hear that a book on 
the Life of Christ, written by the Abbe 
of famed Notre Dame and given the 
Imprimatur of Cardinal Feltin, Arch- 
bishop of Paris, has been placed on the 
Roman Catholic Index of forbidden 
books. It seems that the Abbe, among 
other things, cast doubt on certain 
teachings of the Church respecting the 
childhood of Jesus, according to the 
authorities in the Vatican. It isn’t easy 
always to be infallible. 





The debate on Capital Punishment 
continues, but with a notable change 
in the climate. For a very fine treat- 
ment of the reasons why we should 
resist efforts today seeking to hobble 
justice by reducing or eliminating pun- 
ishment at virtually every level of law 
enforcement we suggest “The Death 
Penalty,” by E. L. H. Taylor. Pub- 
lished by St. Thomas Press, Box 35096, 
Houston, Texas, the cost is 20c. 





Congratulations and a_ beautiful 
King James Bible to Miss Frances 
Spooner of Junction City, Ark.; and 
to Miss Patsy Powell of Brownsville, 
Texas, for reciting the Shorter Cate- 
chism; also, to Misses Dianna De Young 
and Mary Jane Leggett of Hazelhurst, 
Miss. 
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KOREA — Many a missionary mes- 
sage has put a congregation to sleep, 
but for one man: it worked the other 
way around. 


Craig Topple, an elder in the De- 
catur Presbyterian church, Decatur, 
Georgia, was undergoing minor sur- 
gery prior to traveling to Korea to 
visit his son, Dr. Stanley Topple, now 
serving as missionary doctor at the R. 
M. Wilson Leprosy Colony near Soon- 
chun. While “out cold” he began to 
discuss drugs and drug companies. 
It’s not surprising that as soon as the 
patient came to, the surgeon had a 
few questions. 


“Are you a drug salesman?” 


“No,” the patient replied. He’d 
been trying to secure from ether doc- 
tors in the Decatur church sample 
drugs to take to his missionary son. 


“What drugs do you need?” inquir- 
ed the surgeon. 


“T’ll send you a copy of the list,” 
was the reply. 


A few days before leaving for 
Korea, Mr. Topple received a phone 
call from the surgeon. He had been to 
a meeting in New York, visited a drug 
company, purchased several hundred 
dollars worth of drugs, and the com- 
pany donated even more! He went 
further. Through a friend, an execu- 
tive in a major airline, he made ar- 
rangements for the drugs to be 
delivered without expense to Mr. Top- 
ple’s steamer at San Francisco. 


Delighted Korea missionaries could- 
n’t resist asking a question of their 
own: If he was that effective under 
anesthesia, before visiting Korea, 
what would happen after his trip, 
when he was wide awake?—(Based on 
a letter from the Rev. Joe B. Hopper). 


Educational Department 
Board of World Missions 





NEWS OF RELIGION 





New Military Oath 
Invokes God’s Name 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
A bill before Congress that would 
require enlisted men to swear be- 
fore God allegiance to the Consti- 
tution has won the endorsement of 
the House Armed Forces subcom- 
mittee. The current oath makes no 
reference to God or to the Consti- 
tution. As proposed by Rep. H. R. 
Gross (R.-Iowa) the oath would af- 
fect enlistees but not men drafted 
into military service. 


The full text of the proposed new 
oath is: “I do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I will support and de- 
fend the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same, 
and that I will obey the orders of 
the President of the United States 
and the officers appointed over me, 
according to regulations and the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice. 
So help me God.” 











Billy Graham Launches 
Upper Midwest Crusade 


ST. PAUL, Minn. (RNS) — Billy 
Graham kindled a revival fire before 
40,000 sun-baked persons here to 
start an eight-day Upper Midwest Cru- 
sade. 


His “repent-before-it-is-too-l a te” 
message brought decisions for Christ 
from 538 of them at the opening serv- 
ice at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. 


They came forward — many from 
the top of the fairgrounds gran d- 
stand — to the front of the platform 
across the race track from which the 
evangelist preached. Encouraging 
those who had to make the long trek, 
he pleaded: “Christ went to the cross 
for you . . . Don’t let distance keep 
you from Christ.” 


Minnesota Gov. Elmer L. Andersen 
welcomed Dr. Graham to the state and 
said he hoped “this great crusade 
would reach the lives and hearts of 
the people of Minnesota.” 
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Union of Methodists 
[s First, Says Bishop 


DALLAS, Texas (RNS) — The 
Methodist Church is more likely to 
concentrate on union with other Meth- 
odist bodies in this country rather 
than to begin merger negotiations 
with Protestant groups of different 
denominational families, the chairman 
of the Methodist Commission on Ecu- 
menical Consultation said here. 


Bishop F. Gerald Ensley of Des 
Moines, Ia., said that since Methodists 
already are part of the large national 
and international Methodist Church 
family they “don’t feel quite the urge 
to get together with other denomina- 
tions that some Church groups do.” 
(The National Council of Churches’ 
1961 Yearbook of American Churches 
lists 21 Methodist bodies in this coun- 
try.) 


Bishop Ensley, however, said the 
commission did discuss the so-called 
“Blake proposal” for the merger of 
four major Protestant denominations. 
“I feel about Dr. Blake’s proposal 
about the way I feel about the mer- 
ger of the nations,” Bishop Ensley 
said. “There will eventually be a 
world government, but it’s a long way 
off.” 


Bishop Ensley said he does not re- 
gard denominationalism as a “sin” as 
some Church leaders do, adding: “I 
don’t see anything sinful about one 
man being a Baptist and another a 
Methodist, as long as they’re in good 
relationship with each other.” 





Bishops ‘Acceptable’ 
In New Canada Church 


WOODSTOCK, Ont. (RNS) — A 
high official) of the United Church of 
Canada reiterated his denomination’s 
stand that it is ready to accept with 
qualifications the office of bishop in 
any merger with the Anglican Church 
of Canada. The statement came from 
Dr. Ernest E. Long, secretary of the 
United Church’s General Council. 


He said bishops serve a useful pur- 
pose in that they represent unity and 
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doctrine, but the United Church would 
not accept a bishop whose power in- 
cluded ordination of men to the min- 
istry. (In the Anglican communion, 
no man is considered ordained unless 
at the hands of his bishop. In the 
presbyterian style United Church, a 
group of ministers performs the task.) 


Dr. Long said differences with the 
Anglicans came under four main 
headings: manner of worship, manner 
of government, doctrine, and moral 
and ethical judgments. The differences 
in doctrine were not too great, he 
noted. The differences in moral and 
ethical judgments covered alcohol and 
divorce. 





Return to Bible Reading 
Urged by Congressman 


GREEN LAKE, Wis. (RNS) — A 
congressman and a psychologist urged 
a return to widespread Bible reading 
in talks here to the 11th annual con- 
ference of the Evangelical Free Church 
of America. 


Rep. John B. Anderson (R., IIl.), 
said Americans give extensive lip 
service to the Bible but the book does 
not play a very important role as a 
guide and standard for most of them. 


“Every area of our society reveals 
an appalling lack of the Bible and 
what it teaches and is a far cry from 
the practices followed by the men 
who founded our nation,” he declared. 


The congressman commended a pro- 
gram planned by the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals “to put the 
Bible back into the heart of the 
nation.” 





School Property Bought 


CHARLOTTE, N. C.— Renovation 
of buildings on the Charlotte Christian 
School Association’s new 12%-acre 
property has begun, and an enroll- 
ment of from 75 to 100 students is 
expected in grades seven through ten 
when the new school opens in Septem- 
ber. Principal Donald F. Davis has 
opened offices on the property, which 
formerly was the site of the Charlotte 
Country Day School. 


The 14-member board includes these 
Presbyterians: Henderson Belk, Ver- 
non Patterson, John E. McDonald, Jr., 
Boyt Cathey, the Rev. Herbert W. 
Dale and the Rev. Edward B. Cooper. 


Cumberland Assembly 
Elects Lay Moderator 


FLORENCE, Ala. (RNS) — Ollie 
McClung, an elder in the Crestline 
Cumberland Presbyterian church, Bir- 
mingham, Ala., was elected moder- 
ator of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church by some 1,000 delegates to the 
denomination’s 131st annual General 
Assembly here. Chosen by acclama- 
tion, the layman succeeds Dr. A. G. 
Matlock of Memphis, Tenn., executive 
secretary of the Church’s Board of 
Foreign Missions. 


Delegates approved a report assert- 
ing the denomination’s belief that “a 
present involvement to consider or- 
ganic union (with other Churches) 
would be inadvisable.” The report 
was in response to an invitation from 
the United Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A. for Cumberland Presby- 
terians to enter into negotiations look- 
ing toward organic union. 





Commission Restores 
Devil to Catechism 


LONDON (RNS) — A special 
Church of England commission set up 
to consider revision of the Anglican 
catechism has had second thoughts 
about omitting all mention of the Devil 
and urges restoring it. 


In proposing a new modern cate- 
chism, the commission last January 
proposed the substitution of “I would 
renounce all that is wrong and fight 
against evil’? for “I renounce the Devil 
and all his works, the pomps and van- 
ity of this wicked world and all the 
sinful lusts of the flesh.”” The com- 
mission now proposes, however, re- 
placing the words of the old catechism 
of 1662 by the following: “I would 
renounce the Devil and fight against 
evil.” 


Meanwhile, the Upper House of the 
Convocation of Canterbury postponed 
decision on the question whether to 
retain mention of the Devil in a pro- 
posed new Church of England Cate- 
chism. 


Earlier, at a session of the Upper 
House of the Convocation, Archdeacon 
M. T. Dunlop of Aston, challenged 
the existence of the Devil as a mere 
legend and cited an experience in a 
thunderstorm in support of his stand. 
“TI denied his existence flatly,” he 
said, “and was chased by a thunder- 
storm. But I was not struck. So if 


there is a Devil, he is thoroughly in. 
efficient.” 


(Editor’s note: Maybe the Deyil 
needed a representative at the Conyo. 
cation.) 





Latin To Be Language 
At Rome ‘Unity’ Meet 


ROME (RNS) — For many of the 
2,000 prelates expected to attend the 
Second Vatican Council one of their 
biggest preparatory tasks will be to 
brush up on their knowledge of Latin, 
which will be the official and only 
language used during the delibera. 
tions. 


The original plan was that the dis. 
cussions should be translated simul- 
taneously into seven languages, but 
this had to be abandoned, according 
to Archbishop Pericle Felici, secretary 
general of the Pontifical Central Com. 
mission set up to prepare for the 
Council. “One reason is that it would 
have meant interpreters with a pro- 
found knowledge of theology, dogma 
and liturgy to render the precision 
demanded by circumstances,” he said. 





Evangelical Scientists, 
Theologians Meet 
GOSHEN, Ind. (RNS)—About 100 


evangelical scientists and theologians 
participated in the fourth joint bien- 


nial meeting of the Evangelical Theo | 


logical Society and the American 


Scientific Affiliation at Goshen Col- © 


lege here. 


Through presentations of scholarly 
papers, panels and open discussions 


they explored the conference’s theme: © 


“The Future of Theology and 
Science.” 


The ETS consists of North Ameri- 
can Biblical scholars and educators 


who are committed to the society's | 


doctrinal affirmation that the Bible 
“alone and in its entirety is the Word 
of God written and therefore inerrant 
in the autographs (its original writ- 
ings).” 


The ASA represents evangelically- © 


minded men of science from colleges 
and universities around the country. 





Genius is not essential to good 


preaching, but a redeemed man is— _ 


A. Phelps. 
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A Study of the Covenant Mercies of God — 


‘To You and Your Children 


E. MARGARET CLARKSON 


The God of the Bible is a family 
God. That the nature of the Eternal 
Father assumes fellowship is seen in 
the nature of the Trinity, where 


Thy life is deep within Thyself, 
Sole unbegotten Sire! 

But Son and Spirit flow from Thee 
In coeternal fire. 


The Eternal Son came to earth to 
redeem unto the Father a family of 
human souls whose glorious destiny it 
is to be conformed unto His own im- 
age. In Him “the whole family in 
heaven and in earth is named” (Eph. 
3:15). The Eternal Spirit works in the 
hearts of believers, transforming them 
by regeneration and the renewal of 
their minds until they bear the family 
likeness of members of “the household 
of God” (Eph. 2:19). 


“Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons 
of God! . . . Beloved, now are we 
the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be; but we 
know that when He shall appear, 
we shall be like Him; for we shall 
see Him as He is” (I John 3:1-3). 


Truly, He who “hath set the soli- 
tary in families” (Psa. 68:6), and who 
“maketh Him families like a flock” 
(Psa. 107:41), has no small interest 
in the homes and families of those 
whom He has called to share in the 
family life of God! Let us examine 
the Scriptural record on the matter. 


Throughout the Old Testament, God 
placed great emphasis on the family, 
considering it as a unit in His deal- 
ings with men. When the Flood was 
imminent, Noah “found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord” (Gen. 6:8), and the 
Lord said to Noah, “Come thou and 
all thy house into the ark” (Gen. 7:1); 
and “by faith Noah, moved with fear, 
Prepared an ark to the saving of his 


house” (Heb. 11:7). When God chose 
Abram to become the one through 
whose seed all families of the earth 
should be blessed (Gen. 12:3), He 
chose a man of family integrity, one 
whose family life would not hinder 
the out-working of God’s plan. Of 
Abram God was able to say, “For I 
know him, that he will command his 
children and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment, that 
the Lord may bring upon Abram that 
which He hath spoken of him” (Gen. 
18:19). 


FAMILIES UNDER THE LAW 


The sign of the Covenant, circum- 
cision, (Gen. 17:9-11), was a family 
matter, applying to all the males of 
the covenanting household (Gen. 17: 
23-27). Later, the Passover Lamb 
provided household atonement, “a 
lamb for an house” (Ex. 12:3); and 
the. people were commanded, “Take 
you a lamb according to your fam- 
ilies” (Ex. 12:21). When Aaron made 
atonement for the sins of the people, 
the sacrifice covered the family; he 
first “made an atonement for himself, 
and for his household” (Lev. 16:17), 
and then “for all the congregation of 
Israel.”” Before the dawn of recorded 
history we read that “Job offered 
burnt offerings for his family’ (Job 
1:5); and shortly afterwards we find 
Satan complaining that God had “made 
an hedge about him, and about his 
house” (Job 1:10) in consequence. 


When Moses at Sinai gave the peo- 
ple the “great commandment” which 
is the summation of the whole law of 
God (Deut. 6:5), it had strong family 
implications: “These words which I 
command thee this day shall be in 
thine heart; and thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children” (Deut. 
6:6,7); and family observance of the 
law carried with it rich promises of 


family blessing (Deut. 4:40; 7:9); 
12:28). The Ark of the Covenant, 
containing God’s law, brought family 
blessing when it was honored in the 
house of a stranger: we read that “the 
Lord blessed Obed-Edom, and all his 
household” (II Sam. 6:10-11). Cer- 
tain laws concerning the tithe were 
also connected with family blessings: 
“Thou shalt rejoice, thou and thine 
household” (Deut. 14:26). 


God’s principle of dealing with the 
family as a unit continued throughout 
the Old Testament. When Jericho 
fell, Rahab, who had been promised 
redemption because of her faith, was 
told to bring all her family into the 
place of safety (Josh. 2:18,19); and 
we read that “Joshua saved Rahab the 
harlot alive, and her father’s house- 
hold” (Josh. 6:25). David charged 
Israel and the young King Solomon 
to be obedient to God’s law for their 
children’s sake: “Keep and seek for 
all the commandments of the Lord 
your God; that ye may possess this 
good land, and leave it for an inherit- 
ance for your children after you” (I 
Chron. 28:8). Nehemiah used families 
in the defence of the partially-rebuilt 
walls of Jerusalem: “I set the people 
after their families, with their swords 
and their spears and their bows” (Neh. 
4:13). Zechariah, prophesying of the 
eventual repentance of the Jews in 
that day when the Spirit shall be out- 
poured and the Pierced One be made 
known to all, pictures the people re- 
penting and turning to the “Fountain 
opened ... for sin and uncleanness” 
by families. “And the land shall 
mourn, every family apart” (Zech. 12: 
10-14; 13:1). 


FAMILIES UNDER GRACE 


In the New Testament, God’s prin- 
ciple of vicarious mediation reaches 
its zenith as the Saviour is shown act- 
ing on behalf of all mankind in His 
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atoning death, in His resurrection and 
in His High Priestly intercession. 
Nonetheless the history of the early 
Church continues to follow God’s Old 
Testament pattern of dealing with 
Covenant families as units. When 
Jesus healed the son of the nobleman 
of Capernaum, we read that the man 
“himself believed, and his whole house” 
(John 4:58). The maniac of Gadara, 
cleansed and healed, was told by the 
Saviour, “Return to thine own house, 
and show how great things God hath 
done unto thee” (Luke 8:39). 


Peter boldly declared at Pentecost, 
“The promise is to you, and to your 
children” (Acts 2:39). Cornelius, por- 
trayed as “‘a devout man, and one that 
feared God with all his house” (Acts 
10:2), was commanded, “Send men to 
Joppa, and call for Simon . . . who 
shall tell thee words whereby thou 
and all thy house shall be saved” 
(Acts 11:13,14). Paul declared to the 
people of Antioch “glad tidings, how 
that the promise which was made unto 
the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same 
unto us their children’ (Acts 13:32, 
33). 


The first convert in Europe, Lydia, 
“whose heart the Lord opened... was 
baptized, and her household” (Acts 
16:14,15). Paul and Silas told the 
Philippian jailer, ‘Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house”; and we read that “he 
was baptized, he and all his, straight- 
way .. . and rejoiced, believing in 
God with all his house” (Acts 16:31- 
34). At Corinth, “Crispus, the chief 
ruler of the synagogue, believed on 
the Lord with all his house” (Acts 18: 
8). Paul wrote to the Corinthians 
that he had “baptized the household 
of Stephanas” (I Cor. 1:16). And 
when he sent greetings in Col. 4:15 
and again in Philemon v.2, “to the 
church in thy house’”’ it is just as like- 
ly that the churches he addressed may 
have been families of believers as 
groups of Christian friends. Paul also 
reminds Timothy that “the unfeigned 
faith that is in thee... dwelt first in 
thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother 
Eunice” (II Tim. 1:5). Obviously, God 
dealt with families as units in New 
Testament days. 


FAMILIES TODAY 


What does all this mean for us to- 
day? Simply and gloriously this: such 
is the nature of the God with Whom 
we, as a body of believers, members 
ofthe household: of faith, have to do. 
‘This’ covenant-keeping God, this God 


who delights to honor the family trust 
of those whose hearts are pure before 
Him, who cry to Him for their chil- 
dren and who act in faith on their be- 
half, this God is our God for ever and 
ever. 


It is against this rich background of 
God’s faithfulness to His families that 
we build our homes. It is in this faith 
that we baptize our babies; that we 
raise and instruct our young. 


It is a profoundly moving and 
thoroughly Scriptural thing to see be- 
lieving parents bring their little ones 
to the Lord in Christian baptism, 
thereby, in a public act of faith, put- 
ting themselves on record as so trust- 
ing in God’s faithfulness to His prom- 
ises that they dare to claim them thus 
irrevocably as their own, both for 
themselves and for their children. 
How much easier it would be to wait 
until the child had grown old enough 
to make his own profession! That will 
come in its own time; but God’s fam- 
ily promises must be claimed as soon 
as the family is founded if God is to 
be honored in the highest sense as a 
family God, and the fullness of His 
blessing be received. And none who 
truly claim those promises, and rightly 
fulfill their own parental obligations 
under the Covenant, will find that 
Word to fail. 


Does this mean that no child of be- 
lieving and Covenant keeping parents 
can be lost? One cannot presume to 
answer such a question: “the day shall 
declare it’? (I Cor. 3:13). Certainly 
it is true that there comes a time in 
the life of every child when “he shall 
bear his iniquity” (Ley. 5:17); and 
for him, as for all, “the soul that sin- 
neth, it shall die’ (Ezek. 18:4). But 
the glory of the promise is that the 
Child of the Covenant will bear his 
burden to Calvary, there to lay it by 
faith upon the Lamb of God, as soon 
as its weight becomes real and per- 
sonal; and it is to this end that both 
parents and the believing congrega- 
tion must pray and trust, claiming the 
wealth of the promises on his behalf. 
In this as in all else, “let God be true, 
and every man a liar” (Rom. 8:4). Let 
us admit a margin of human error in 
these things if we must, but know that 
the promise stands inviolate. 


Great and solemn indeed are the 
responsibilities devolving upon the 
parents who seek from the Lord Cove- 
nant blessings upon their children. If 
they are to say with conviction, ‘As 
for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord” (Josh. 24:15), they must 


also learn to say in prayerfulness and 
in all humility, “I will walk within my 
house with a perfect heart” (Psa. 10}: 
2); and seek the face of the Lord up. 
ceasingly to this end. They must 
“keep therefore His statutes and His 
commandments .. . that it may go 
well with thee and with thy children 
after thee” (Deut. 4:40) ; that of them 
it may be true, “Surely the land 
whereon thy feet have trodden shall be 
thine inheritance, and thy children’s 
for ever, because thou hast wholly fol. 
lowed the Lord my God” (Josh. 14:9), 


We must also remember the sad 
words of Hos. 4:6: “Seeing thou hast 
forgotten the law of God, I will also 
forget thy children”; and “The fathers 
have eaten sour grapes, and the chil- 
dren’s teeth are set on edge” (Ezek. 
18:2). The parents’ testimony has 
much to do with God’s blessings upon 
the family, as Moses so definitely 
stated in the Second Commandment 
(Ex. 20:5). Yet even here, God's 
promise of mercy is “unto thousands 
(of generations) of them that love 
Me, and keep My commandments” 
(Ex. 20:6). “Do not sin against the 
child!”” (Gen. 42:22). 


SPECIAL PROMISES 


How glorious, 
rich, are the promises of God to His 
believing and obedient families! “The 
mercy of the Lord is from everlasting 
to everlasting upon them that fear , 
Him, and His righteousness unto chil- 
dren’s children; to such as keep His 
covenant, and to those that remember 


His commandments, to do them” (Psa. | 


103:17,18). “The Lord thy God, He 
is God, the faithful God which keepeth 
covenant and mercy with them that 
love Him and keep His commandments, 
to a thousand generations’ (Deut. 
7:9). “The just man walketh in his 
integrity; his children are blessed after | 
him” (Pro. 20:7). “The Lord shall in- 
crease you more and more, you and 
your children” (Psa. 115:14). 





“He shall feed His flock like a shep- 
herd: He shall gather the lambs with 
His arm, and carry them in His bosom, 
and shall gently lead those that are 
with young” (Isa. 40:11). “I will be 
the God of all the families of Israel” 
(Jer. 31:1). “I will yet plead with | 
you, saith the Lord, and with you | 
children’s children will I plead” (Jer. | 
2:9). “The children of thy servants 
shall continue, and their seed shall be 
established for ever” (Psa. 102:28). 
“He hath strengthened the bars of thy ; 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 
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No. 7 in @ series of sermons on “Last Things’ — 


How Will Christ Return? 


It is a righteous thing with God to 
recompense tribulation to them that 
trouble you: and to you who are 
troubled rest with us, when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power; when he 
shall come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired in all them that be- 
lieve in that day (II Thess. 1:6-10). 


This is one of the classic statements 
of the promise of the second coming of 
Christ. Let us also be reminded of two 
pertinent parables of Jesus. 


The first is the parable of the wheat 
and the tares, which with its interpre- 
tation is recorded in Matthew 13. Here 
the kingdom of heaven is compared to 
a man who sows good seed in his field. 
While men sleep, an enemy sows weeds 
in the field. Presently the servants ask 
if they should not root out the weeds 
from among the wheat. But the mas- 
ter forbids, for his servants will likely 
pull up the wheat also. At the time of 
harvest the weeds will be gathered in 
bundles and burned. The wheat will 
be harvested and safely stored in the 
barn. Asked to explain the meaning 
Jesus said that the field was the world. 
He Himself was the sower of the good 
seed. The weeds were sown by the 
Devil. The time of harvest is the end 
of the age. The reapers are the angels. 
They will cast Satan’s followers into 
fiery destruction, but the Lord’s peo- 
ple will be conducted into the heaven- 
ly Father’s kingdom. We see that the 
parable strictly parallels the Thessa- 
lonians passage. 


The second parable is found in Luke 
19. It is the parable of the pounds. 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


The disciples were speculating about 
an immediate appearance of the king- 
dom of God. Jesus gave them to know 
by a parable, that a program which 
would take some time to accomplish 
must be taken into account. He said 
that a certain nobleman took a journey 
in order to receive a kingdom. Before 
departing he called his servants and 
entrusted to each a pound with which 
to carry on business for the nobleman 
in his absence. After he had received 
his kingdom the nobleman returned to 
take account of his servants. Faithful- 
ness was rewarded, unfaithfulness was 
reproved. Then, “those mine enemies, 
which would not that I should reign 
over them,” decreed the nobleman, 
“bring hither, and slay them before 
me.” It is plain that the nobleman is 
our Lord. He has left the world to 
gain a kingdom but He will return. 
When He comes there will be an ac- 
counting. His faithful servants will be 
rewarded. Those who oppose His rule 
will be summarily judged. The pro- 
gram of events is the very same as in 
the parable of the wheat and the tares 
and in II Thessalonians 1. Indeed, 
these three passages represent the con- 
sistent New Testament teaching about 
the coming again of Jesus Christ. 


The answer given in these three 
places to the question “How Will Christ 
Return?” is this: the Lord will return 
as deliverer; the Lord will return as 
judge; the Lord will return as king. 
Personally, openly, visibly, gloriously 
Christ will come to the earth in those 
three roles. 


THE DELIVERER 


The Lord Jesus will come as deliv- 
erer. II Thessalonians 1 particularly 
accents this idea. The promise here is 
that troubled or persecuted believers 
will be recompensed with rest when 
the Lord appears. 


The afflicted welcome this promise 
with joy. So do the worn, the defeat- 
ed, the discouraged, the sorrowing. It 
gives them comfort and heart. Some 
day, some day He will come. Perhaps 
in our day, perhaps in a day of need 
the Lord will come. 


True Christians in China and other 
Communist-enslaved lands must draw 
great strength from their faith that 
one day Christ will come again and will 
bring to His own deliverance. They 
are under incredible pressures now. 
Leaders of the Church have been liqui- 
dated. Soviet agents fill the top ad- 
ministrative posts of the Churches in 
Russia, China, Hungary, North Korea. 
We should pray much for our breth- 
ren in these countries. May the hope 
of the Lord’s coming be real to them 
and a vital help to endurance. 


There is opposition in this country 
too. It comes most of all from unbe- 
lieving elements in the visible Church. 
Attacks on the inspiration and full 
truthfulness of the Bible, on the virgin 
birth of Christ, on the doctrine of the 
Trinity, on the sufficiency and exclu- 
siveness of the atoning work of Christ 
make us realize that we are in a battle 
for the Faith. We yearn to see the 
truth vindicated. As the long shadows 
of the final rebellion against Christ’s 
cause appear to be reaching out and 
touching us, we find assurance in the 
promise that the deliverer is coming. 
Stand steady, stand true — that is the 
watchword from Him who will come 
and will not tarry. 


THE JUDGE 


When Christ comes He will also 
come as judge. Paul says this when 
he announces that all who in the day 
of Christ’s return know not God and 
obey not the gospel will be punished 
with everlasting destruction. The Lord 
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will banish them forever from His 
presence. Jesus says this when He an- 
nounces that all the children of Satan 
and workers of iniquity will at the end 
of the age be gathered together and 
cast into a place of punishment where 
there will be “wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.” Jesus says the same thing 
again when he announces that on His 
return from the journey that sees Him 
invested with a kingdom His enemies 
will be slain. 


Although sentimentalists shrink 
from the doctrine of judgment, this 
teaching is finding ready acceptance in 
many places. To be sure, truth does 
not depend on a majority vote. But it 
is a fact that the massive evil that we 
of this generation have seen has in- 
duced many a mind to consent to the 
doctrine of judgment. Hitler’s concen- 
tration camps and gas furnaces, Stal- 
ins’ mass liquidation of the kulaks, 
Khrushchev’s brutality in the Ukraine 
and more recently in Hungary are in- 
stances of a violent resurgence of evil. 
How long, O Lord, we ask, how long? 
And we find ourselves forced to con- 
sent to the idea that the perpretrators 
of these crimes will at last experience 
the judgment of God. Scripture says 
that all judgment has now been com- 
mitted by the Father to the Son. Christ 
shall come as judge. 


Nor shall Communists alone fall un- 
der the glance of His anger. Is our 
land free of offense? What of the ris- 
ing curve of crime? What of the ero- 
sion of honesty? What of the decay of 
personal purity? God will not be 
mocked. The flaming fire that attends 
Christ in His coming will find dross in 
plenty in western lands. Must we not 
admit that Christ will rightly judge 
our people too, should He in our life- 
time come? 


The Director of Evangelism for a 
certain North American denomination 


would not agree with this. Unfortu- 
nately he does not speak only for him- 
self when he says, “We can and should 
preach the gospel in the context of to- 
day’s world. Man is not troubled about 
the future life, but about this life. He 
is not disturbed by thoughts of future 
punishment as his fathers were. A 
minority of those who go to church 
may still sometimes be as troubled, but 
the non-church-goer and thousands of 
those who sit in pews Sunday by Sun- 
day are not troubled by thoughts of 
hell, nor inspired by dreams of heaven. 
Modern man is gravely troubled by the 
world in which he lives. He fears it 
may be destroyed and all that he loves 


with it. We must appeal to modern 
man on the basis that this world is a 
world loved by God. To accept salva- 
tion is to become one of those who are 
saved in order to save the world.” 


World peace and social justice are 
the gospel of many. It does not enter 
their minds that heaven’s judgment 
will fall upon the world when its pro- 
bation is over. In bending their think- 
ing to suit the supposed modern tem- 
per he betrays the Bible and lulls the 
sinner’s soul to fatal slumber. To all 
who have not bowed their knee to Him 
the Lord Jesus is coming as judge. 
While it is still day, let men come to 
terms with Him, let men hear and 
heed His offer of eternal salvation. 


The coming of Christ as judge of 
the impenitent exposes the error of the 
type of teaching that by implication 
holds out a second chance of salvation 
to men, perhaps in a kingdom age of 
1000 years under the personal rule of 
Christ and His saints. It has been sup- 
posed that some will accept Him as 
King whom they would not have as 
Saviour when He was preached to 
them in the age of the Gospel. 


Such a theory is shown untenable by 
the passages before us. Every single 
one who is not Christ’s will be judged 
and disposed of, says II Thessalonians 
1, says the parable of the wheat and 
the tares, says the parable of the 
pounds. When Christ comes, the day 
of repentance has been brought to an 
end. For the unsaved Christ returns 
as judge. And He makes a full end of 
their earthly life. Neither reconcilia- 
tion nor rebellion will be any longer 
possibilities for them. This is why we 
find the Apostle Paul saying so insis- 
tently that now, while it is called to- 
day, men are to repent and believe 
on Christ. There is no future day 
or age in which they may: it is now 
or never. 


As there will be no millennium in 
which men may repent, there will be 
no corrective and reclaiming period of 
suffering. Universalism or final recon- 
ciliation is denied by the passages we 
are considering. It is an everlasting 
destruction into which the godless and 
disobedient are plunged when Christ 
returns as judge. How insistent must 
be our proclamation, therefore, of the 
gracious offer of forgiveness of sins 
through faith in Jesus the Saviour! 
Let modern man profess unconcern. 
We are nonetheless concerned. We love 
our fellows. We must warn them. If 
they will not heed the Lord’s watch- 


men, the warning was given; and the 
blood of the despiser and the indiffer. 
ent is not chargeable to us. 


THE KING 


And also Christ will come as king, 
The note of kingship is plainly struck 
in the parable of the wheat and the 
tares. In the parable of the pounds 
Jesus represents Himself as receiving | 
a kingdom and coming to exercise His 
rights as king. The kingdom and the 
Lord who is king are before us in I] 
Thessalonians 1: Christ brings in the 
fullness of the kingdom of God as He 
comes to receive the homage of His 
saints. 


What a tremendous experience will 
be ours should we be the generation 
to which He will return. Have we not 
a zeal for Christ’s honor? Do we not 
long to see Him everywhere acknowl- 
edged? He is worthy of universal ador- 
ation. His is the name above every 
name. At last, at last this will be seen. 
When the King comes.... 


Christ is King. He will come in ma- 
jesty. He will come in power. He will 
come in glory. He will come with royal 
train and retinue. He will come whose 
right it is to rule. He will come and 
usher in His everlasting reign of peace. 
His very own of all the ages will be 
His subjects. In them He delights and 
they in Him. They shall see His face; 
His servants shall serve Him in the 
perfect strength of the resurrection 
life. The kingdom is forever. 


Still the battle of the Church is rag- 
ing. And the fighting goes hard at 
many a point. Christians find them- 
selves hard pressed. Foes seem to mul- 
tiply. Defections occur. Steady hearts 
at times grow faint. But the King of 
kings is coming. The Lord of lords — 
will yet triumphantly appear. The 
world that rejected Him will look on 
the pierced One. The coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh. 


Is He your king? Is your heart 
faithful to Him? How well and faith- 
fully are you serving and living for 
Him? If our times are to behold Him 
in His coming of glory, may none of 
us need to be ashamed in the presence 
of the King. 


* *£ *&* *& * 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 





The only people you should ever 
want to get even with are those who 
have helped you. 
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“W. H. B. SIMPSON SAYS” . 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


‘for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 


SOUTH CAROLINA 





Betk-Simpsun Co. 
Greenville, 8. C. ‘ 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Beik’s Department Store 
Lancaster, 8. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
eg 8. C. 

. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
oon s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, 8S. 

Cc. E. Hinson, Mer. -Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

tf. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, 8. C. 


R. Grier Robinson, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
oo? 8s. C. 
M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s , Pees Store 
Brevard Cc. 

J. E. Saith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
—— Co. 
Corbin. 
Ww. Cc. ‘ie. Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Pro; 
Belk-Simpson Ma 
Mt. Sterling, 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Bainbridge, Ga. 

M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Joe Kelley, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
wy > Mo. 

J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Pro 
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DITORIALS 


Art In The Churches 


(Editor’s note — the following is a 
communication, by Journal artist A. 
Wayne Wilhelm, drafted in reply to 
an inquiry concerning certain art work 
published in the denominational liter- 
ature of a sister Presbyterian denom- 
ination. A cartoon by Mr. Wilhelm, 
based on a sample of this art work 
also appears on this page). 


The pseudo- intellectual approach 
which characterizes liberal religion to- 
day has its counterpart in certain mod- 
ern architectural forms and in some of 
the audio-visuals used by the Churches. 
It appears with particular effect in 
certain examples of modern “religi- 
ous” art. 


The expressed aim of much modern 
religious art is to “modernize” art 
forms so as to “popularize” art by 
bringing it “down to the level of the 
common man.” This aim finds expres- 
sion in sculpture, paintings and other 
art work which is often bizarre, some- 
times grotesque and occasionally down- 
right disgusting — as in the case of the 
painting which formed the basis of the 
accompanying cartoon. This _paint- 
ing was one of several similar works 
of “art” reproduced in a denomina- 
tional adult study periodical. 


Such bizarre, grotesque and disgust- 
ing material has the effect of human- 
izing religion itself by bringing God 
down to the level of man in his sinful 
nature. In my opinion it does not exalt 
the Lord Jesus Christ — it abases Him. 


“Success: 
are buying my st, 


In such art He continues despised and 
rejected of men. 


In my opinion preference for “reli- 
gious” art of this kind suggests either 
a sick mind or a deliberate effort to 
subvert religion. The selection and 
publishing of such material in a Chris- 
tian magazine cannot be defended. 


What can a Christian do about such 
material in the literature of his 
Church? For one thing he should al- 
ways exalt the Lord Jesus Christ in 
every possible way through his per- 
sonal testimony. This sometimes will 
mean that he will not accept every- 
thing handed him, uncritically. 





The Ad Interim Committee pre- 
paring a Brief Statement of Belief 
for possible use by the Church to 
replace the Brief Statement now 
printed in the back of the Confes- 
sion of Faith is asking for sugges- 
tions from the Church at large. 


The Dallas General Assembly this 
spring declined to adopt the Brief 
Statement at that time on the 
grounds that there were places 





Assembly Committee Solicits Suggestions 


where it could improved. The State- 
ment was returned to the Commit- 
tee for further study. 


The Journal commented in detail 
on the Brief Statement in the issue 
of April 5. If you have any sugges- 
tions for the Committee you are 
asked by it to send them to Dr. 
Charles L. King, Chairman, 5300 
South Main St., Houston 4, Texas. 


It’s time to write another letter. 








For another thing, a Christian 
should register his emphatic disap. 
proval of such materials, with his pas. 
tor, his Session, the Board of Chris. 
tian Education. Material of this kind 
does not have to be used. There is 
much uplifting religious art available. 


If protests do not avail and the ma. 
terial keeps coming — especially if 
such material is placed in your hands 
to use in Christian Education — then 
use it. By that I mean use it effective. 
ly. Do not hesitate to point out that 
subversive elements occasionally infi- 
trate the Church. Put those for whom 
you have responsibility on their guard 
against such efforts to destroy rever. 
ence for Jesus Christ. These efforts 
give aid and comfort to the enemy, 
where they most probably originate. 


—A. WAYNE WILHELM 





Jews Defend Use 
Of Public Schools 


The position one takes in a con. 
troversy often depends on the stake 
one has in the matter being debated, 
This observation is probably truer than 
it ought to be in matters of religious 
controversy. 


The New York area is where the 
controversy over the separation of 
Church and State in the public schools 
has been most acute. Led by Jewish 
groups, various organizations have suc- 
cessfully protested almost every cus- 
tom and practice relating to Bible 
reading, prayers, Christmas obser. 
vances, etc., in the New York public 
schools. Especially offensive, in the 
eyes of the New York school authori- 
ties, has been the use of public school ; 
buildings by religious groups when 
school is not in session. 


All of this agitation has been di- 
rected at Protestant and Catholic 
groups. 


But sometimes the shoe is on the 
other foot. Then the tune changes ; 
with notable effect. 


An RNS story recently told of 
Jewish groups and the New York 
Board of Education defending the 
leasing of an unused part of a Brook- | 
lyn school to two nearby Jewish ps 
rochial schools. The practice is being 
protested by The Parents Workshop 
for Equality in New York. 


An agreement with the board has 
given Yeshiva Beth Jacob of Borough 
Park and Yeshiva Toral Emes, eight 
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classrooms in a school building for 
their use for parochial education. De- 
fending the agreement school officials 
declared: “It is not uncommon to 
assist church-related schools’ when 
these are in need. 


It all depends on whose schools you 
mean. 





It Can’t Happen Here? 


The following letter is about a 
priest, not in Colombia or Spain or 
Italy, but in the great State of Texas. 
His girl friend had written to me to 
the effect that he was being hidden 
out by a Catholic doctor. He had 
broken down with ulcers under the 
strain of attempting to get work and 
be free from the far-reaching, smiting 
arm of the hierarchy. I placed him 
in touch with a 82nd degree Mason 
in another part of Texas. Here is the 
story that this man wrote me: 


“As expected, the Catholic doctor 
turned out to be a traitor. He report- 
ed Jim to the Bishop. Jim and Lu- 
cille had started to get married and 
the police stopped them and let 
her go. 


“They delivered him to the doc- 
tor’s house where the Bishop came to 
see him. He told Jim that they 
thought he should be sent to a Cath- 
olic hospital to be cured of his ulcers. 
Also he felt that Jim needed a little 
psychotherapy. Jim agreed to it so 
on Monday the 7th two priests took 
him by plane to St. Louis to a place 
of ‘rest.’ He was placed in the nut 
ward and locked up. 


“He used his head and went along 
with everything, even though he knew 
he was in trouble. On Saturday, No- 
vember 12th, he was in the process 
of being taken next door to see a 
movie. When he saw daylight he took 
off on a dead run. 


“He wound up in an Episcopalian 
minister’s office where he placed a 
callto me. He had nothing except the 
clothes on his back. They took his 
money, papers, passport and all. I 
paid for his ticket here by plane. He 
arrived here at noon last Sunday.”— 
EMMETT McLOUGHLIN, author of Peo- 
ple’s Padre. 





The sacrifice of Christ was made 
but once. It avails for all times and 


its effects reach unto eternity. — Otto 
Thelemann. 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


WHENCE THE TURMOIL? 


The restless intrusions of some 
Church leaders and churches into the 
secular world at the secular level 
cause, we earnestly believe, confusion 
and resentment. An illustration of this 
intrusion is found in some actions of 
the recently formed United Church of 
Christ. 


No sooner had the merger which 
brought this new denomination into ef- 
fect been consummated than they took 
action in favor of medical care for the 
aged through Social Security, opposed 
the “right to work” laws, and approv- 
ed a report by The Social - Action 
Council of their Church urging U.S. 
recognition of Red China. 


Little wonder that consecrated Chris- 
tian laymen are becoming increasingly 
impatient with Church groups which 
take such actions, all of which demon- 
strate a socialistic trend, or worse. 


There are strong social and economic 
reasons why any proposed medical care 
for the aged should not be implement- 
ed through Social Security. 


There are strong arguments for the 
“right to work” laws. 


There are overwhelming reasons why 
America should not compound her pres- 
ent folly in dealing with Communist 
nations by the further mistake of rec- 
ognizing Red China. 


And yet, we find a Church taking 
action on these matters. 


The issue in question is not that the 
church is taking a particular action 
on a secular matter — rather the issue 
has to do with the church taking any 
action on such matters. 


We would venture a guess that not 
one delegate in twenty who attended 
this particular denominational con- 
clave had the remotest idea regarding 
the implications of these actions. The 
recommendations came to the floor pre- 
pared by men dedicated to a certain 
philosophy — men who used their 
Church to exert pressures on govern- 
ment to further their own concepts of 
government, and of the Church. 


We would further venture the guess 


that had strong affirmations having to 
do with the content of the Christian 
faith been presented to this meeting 
they would immediately have been rul- 
ed “out of order” because they would 
tend to “infringe on the consciences of 
individual Christians.” 


In other words, this is a time when 
questionable secular policies regularly 
receive the approval of certain Church 
bodies while vital affirmations of the 
Christian faith and its relevancy to the 
world’s need go by the board. 


We are fully aware of the clamor 
being raised that the Church show the 
“Christian conscience” to the secular 
world. But we are also aware that 
what some affirm to be the “Christian 
conscience” is a far cry from what the 
rest of us feel to be Christian duty. 


The whole question revolves around 
the nature and mission of the Church. 
If the Church is in the world to con- 
quer the world for Christ then let us 
go ahead and adopt the essentially 
Roman Catholic philosophy of Church 
interference in the affairs of state. 


If, on the other hand, the Church, 
and individual Christians, are in the 
world to witness to the Gospel of 
Christ’s redeeming and keeping power 
then let our primary concern be that 
the message be kept pure, trusting to 
the Holy Spirit to so operate in the 
hearts and consciences of individual 
Christians that they will go out into 
the society of which they are part and 
help transform it by being the “light” 
of His truth, and the “salt” of His 
righteousness. 


We are witnessing in increasing 
measure the intrusion of the Church 
into secular affairs and at the same 
time an alarming decline in the influ- 
ence of the Church in spiritual mat- 
ters. 


Can it be that some are so active at 
the secular level because they have no 
motivation for activity at the spiritual 
level? 


Many of us believe that if the influ- 
ence of the Church is to be regained it 
must be at the level of her original 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 


PAGE 11 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / AUGUST 2, 1961 





7 


eae eee eee 
pe tote anne pipes = 
x a — 

a wd 


ay 


sly a eA TY Ne eaED tet 


ene oad mee 


oe 


reset tor 








Sune LESSON. 





By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


John Mark is one of those persons mentioned in the Bible about 
whom we would like to know much more than we actually know 
from the scanty references to him. He flits across the pages of the 
New Testament in such a way as to make us wonder what he was 
really like. But our information is so fragmentary that we shall 
never be able to know fully the character of this man John Mark. 
The information we do possess is sufficient, however, to tell us that 
this young man, with some early setbacks, finally found a commend- 


able place in the Lord’s service. 


II. GENERAL INFORMATION. 


As just indicated, our information about John Mark 
is somewhat disjointed and fragmentary. It appears 
quite certain that he was related to Barnabas. He was 
associated in missionary endeavors not only with Bar- 
nabas but also with Paul and Peter. The fact that he 
is called “Marcus” (I Pet. 5:13) does not necessarily 
prove that he was a Roman, for it often happens that 


Jews were called by Roman names. Another fact ap- 
pears quite evident: this man was the author of the 
Gospel that bears his name, a fact which makes it all 
the more important that we evaluate properly the very 
few references that we have of him. 


Ill. “WHERE MANY WERE GATHERED TO- 
GETHER PRAYING” (Acts 12:12,25). 


Great homes produce great men; but greater men 
still come from praying homes. Peter, miraculously re- 
leased from prison, seeks out the home of Mary, the 
mother of John Mark. In this home the disciples had 
met together to pray for the release of Peter. John 
Mark had undoubtedly shared in the family devotions 
of this godly home on many occasions. We might pre- 
sume that this young man, like Timothy (II Timothy 
3:15) , had known the Holy Scriptures from early child- 
hood. It was quite appropriate, therefore, that a prayer 
meeting should be held in John Mark’s home when 
Peter was jailed because of his testimony for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Furthermore, it is quite significant that 
Barnabas and Saul (Paul) should see in John Mark 
possibilities for the Christian ministry in the spread of 
the Gospel message; therefore these leaders took John 
Mark with them as they went back from Jerusalem to 
Antioch (Acts 12:25). 


IV. “THEY SENT THEM AWAY” (Acts 13:4-5). 


The church at Antioch was consciously aware of the 
divine call that Barnabas and Saul (Paul) had received 
to become missionaries to the pagan world. When this 
divine call came, the church at Antioch, acting as hu- 
man agents of the Lord, laid their hands upon these 
two men, commissioning them as missionaries of the 


Lesson for August 13, 1961 © 
JOHN MARK, A YOUNG MISSIONARY 


Bible Material: Acts 12:12,25; 13:4.5, 
13; 15:36-39; Colossians 4:10-11; II 
Timothy 4:11b; I Peter 5:13. 


Devotional Reading: II Timothy 2:1-13. 





Memory Selection: II Timothy 2:3. 


Lord Jesus Christ. Although John Mark is not specifi- 
cally mentioned in the narrative here, it is to be as- 
sumed that he also was commissioned by the church at 
Antioch to accompany Barnabas and Saul as they went 
forth as evangels of Christ. 


V. “AND JOHN ... RETURNED TO JERU- 
SALEM” (Acts 13:13). 

Here is one of those places in the Bible where we 
would like to know just a little bit more. Why did 
John Mark, a man from a godly home and a man who 
had been selected for his capabilities by such men as 
Barnabas and Saul (Paul), decide at Perga to return 
to his home in Jerusalem? Undoubtedly many explan- 
ations could be advanced to explain Mark’s action at 
this point. It has often been suggested that Mark, be- 
cause of his youthfulness, was unprepared for the rigors 
and uncertainties of missionary life. Whatever the cause 
of his defection from the missionary party, it can be 
positively asserted that his decision was his own — and 
it was a decision that was destined yet to have further 
consequences among God’s servants. 


VI. “AND SO BARNABAS TOOK MARK” (Acts 
15:36-39) . 


In these verses recorded by Luke we have an inti- 
mate and revealing episode. Two men who had been 
associated in missionary labors decide to revisit their 
fields of labor. But these two men, Paul and Barnabas, 
parted company over the advisability of taking John 
Mark along with them again. Barnabas was determin- 
ed to give Mark another opportunity on the missonary 
battlefront. Paul, however, did not share Barnabas’ 
conviction. It is suggested in verse 38 that Paul must 
have had adequate grounds for his equally fixed deter- 
mination not to let Mark accompany them again on the 
trip to the scene of his former defection. 


Undoubtedly, as would seem to be the case, Paul felt 
that Mark’s previous retreat was of such a nature as to 
disqualify him for further missionary work in the heart 
of heathenism. We need not at this point debate the 
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premature in the light of events that happened later. 
Nevertheless, whatever the reason why Mark returned 
home on the first missionary trip, we are assured here 
that Paul and Barnabas disagreed so strongly about him 
that they broke up their missionary party and went 
their separate ways. 


The narrative follows from this point on the mis- 
sionary labors of Paul, but this is not to be interpreted 
to mean that Barnabas came under the disfavor of God 
because he took John Mark along with him. It would 
seem that God used the quarrel of these two men, Paul 
and Barnabas, to make the missionary outreach even 
more extensive in the heathen world. 


Vil. “THESE ONLY ARE MY FELLOWWORK- 
ERS” (Colossians 4:10-11) . 


These verses undoubtedly speak of a somewhat chang- 
ed relationship between Paul and John Mark. It ap- 
pears quite plain that Paul’s estimate of Mark had un- 
dergone a radical change from the time at Antioch 
(Acts 15:36-39) when the Apostle was determined not 
to take Mark on the second missionary journey. Mark 
is now a companion of Paul and a fellowworker in 
God’s kingdom; as such, he is now spoken of in terms 
of endearment — as a “comfort” to Paul. The Bible 
does not tell us whether these two men ever took up 
again this issue. But we can be pretty certain Mark re- 
deemed himself in Paul’s estimation. Probably Mark 
recognized his previous weakness and brought it under 
judgment in his own life. Whatever happened, it now 
appears that this younger man, who was a nephew of 
Barnabas, is now completely restored to the good graces 
of the great Apostle Paul. The word “only” in verse 11 
would seem to imply that now, at a time when others 
turned away, Mark (and the others here mentioned) 
had stood firmly with the Apostle in his time of need. 


Vill. “FOR HE IS PROFITABLE TO ME” (Il 
Timothy 4:11b). 


Here is Paul’s final estimate concerning John Mark. 
Much ground had been covered since that day at Perga. 
At this late date in the Apostle’s life, as he writes his 
last letter, he includes a very commendable statement 
concerning Mark. Or, as we might more correctly say, 
Paul gives a revised version of his attitude toward Mark. 


There are three points to be noted: (1) A revised ex- 
hortation. Formerly, as reported in Acts 15:38, Paul re- 
lused to take Mark along on the second missionary 
journey; now, however, Paul exhorts Timothy to bring 
Mark along. (2) A revised estimate. Formerly, because 
Mark withdrew from the missionary band at Perga in 
Pamphylia (Acts 13:13; 15:38), Paul decided that it 
would be unwise to include Mark in any,further mis- 
sionary plans; now, however, he believes that Mark is 
“profitable” (Authorized Version) or “useful” (Ameri- 
can Version) tohim. (3) A revised engagement. Form- 
erly, as witnessed by the contention that arose when 
Barnabas and Paul disagreed and then separated, Paul 
felt that it was utterly unwise to take along a man who 
seemed, at least on the basis of the circumstances then 
quite evident, unfit for further ministering. Now, how- 
ever, in the light of a radical change that has undoubt- 
edly taken place in Mark’s life, Paul is willing to ac- 
knowledge that he is useful to him “for ministering.” 
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Of course, in the light of our very scanty information, 
there is also the strong probability that Barnabas, who 
took Mark with him after Paul had refused to budge 
on the issue (Acts 15:39), was instrumental in making 
Mark become the man he later became. 


IX. “AND SO DOTH MARK MY SON” 
5:13). 


Here is the last reference in the New Testament to 
John Mark. It appears that Mark is now with Peter. 
It is worth noting that, as far as the record goes, the 
first (Acts 12:12f) and last (I Pet. 5:13) references to 
Mark place him in close connection with Peter. All 
along, perhaps, a friendship had existed between Peter, 
the older man, and his young friend John Mark. This 
friendship is significantly described in the words “my 
son” which Peter applies to his relationship with Mark. 


(I Peter 


It was this man Mark, with all of his weaknesses, that 
the Spirit of God chose to pen the second Gospel. He 
was a man who came back — a man who refused to 
allow one great defeat to ruin his whole life. And he 
was a man who formed close associations with Peter, 
Paul and Barnabas. These associations undoubtedly 
enriched his life and enabled him to fulfil his ministry 
of writing — the Gospel of Mark. 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Sram 


FOR AUGUST 13, 1961: WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT HELL 


Scripture Reading — Luke 16:19-31 


Suggested Hymns — 
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 


“Rescue the Perishing” 


“Just as I Am, without One Plea” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: There 
are a great many jokes made about hell, but most of us 
have an uneasy feeling that hell is no joking matter. 
Much modern thought and speech treats the subject of 
hell as if it were an ancient myth, an idea from fairy 
tales, or, at best, merely a symbol of something that is 
not nearly as bad as it is represented. Is it a myth, or 
is hell a very definite place? The Bible is our final au- 
thority on all spiritual matters. We accept its teaching 
as true. Does the Bible have any clear and specific word 
for us on the subject of hell? We believe it does. What 
then does the Bible have to say about hell? 


FIRST SPEAKER: In the first place, the Bible gives 
us to understand clearly that hell is a specific place. 
This is in contrast to the idea so commonly ex- 
pressed that hell is no more than a state of mind or a 
state of spirit. You have perhaps heard people say of 
one who was undergoing trouble in this life that he 
was living through “hell on earth,” or that so-and-so 
was “experiencing his hell” now. People may be pun- 
ished for their sins in this life, but this kind of talk 
does not begin to do justice to the Biblical representa- 
tion of hell. It is true that the Scriptures employ much 
figurative language and many symbols, but taking all 
this into consideration it still seems very clear that the 
Bible regards hell as a place. 


Our Scripture from Luke 16 sees the rich man in a 
local place. Some will no doubt argue that this is a 
parable. Jesus did not say that it was a parable, and 
even if it were, He would not have used language that 
would have misled His hearers. It seems obvious that 
the Lord wanted those who heard those words to get 
the idea that the place of punishment is very real. 
There are other local terms used in Scripture to de- 
scribe hell. It is called “a furnace of fire,” “a lake of 
fire,” “a prison,” “an abyss,” and it was likened to the 
perpetually burning rubbish heap which smoldered and 
stank in the valley of Hinnom just outside the city of 
Jerusalem. All of these terms are definite, local things 
and places, and their combined witness leads us to be- 
lieve that hell is a definite place. Furthermore, there 
are no indications in the Bible to support the idea that 
hell is merely a state of mind. 


SECOND SPEAKER: If hell is a place, does the Bible 
have anything to say about what sort of a place? We 
know that it does, because the passages already referred 
to have indicated much about its nature. The danger 
in describing hell is not in overestimating its horror 
but in underestimating it. A great many of the Bib- 
lical statements about hell are expressed in physical 
terms. Many have objected to this, saying that souk, 
not bodies, are supposed to be punished in hell. There 
are two answers to this objection. (1) There will be 
a resurrection of the unjust as well as of the just, and 
the souls of the wicked will be reunited to resurrected 
bodies to spend eternity in torment. There is, then, a 
place for bodily suffering in hell. (2) The things of 
the flesh are especially obvious to us, and we can best 
conceive of suffering when it is expressed in physical 
terms. Wher the Bible uses words such as “fire and 
brimstone” we should not come to the conclusion that 
the only suffering there is of a physical nature. Surely 
some of these terms are meant to suggest the intense 
mental and spiritual agony that the inhabitants of hell 
must endure. 


THIRD SPEAKER: When hell is described as the 
“outer darkness” the central reason for its awfulness is 
alluded to. Hell is terrible as it is because God is not 
there. Hell is the place where a person is forever sepe- 
rated from the love and the light of God. Hell is the 
place where sin is dominant because God is not there 
to keep it under control. Hell is the eternal dwelling 
place of the Devil and his angels. (Read Matthew 25: 
41.) We read that “the wages of sin is death.” Hell is 
the place where sin has an eternity to pay its wages to 
those who have served it. The worst things you can say 
about hell is that God is not there, and that sin has its 
way. It takes spiritual perception to understand this, 
and most sinners are not interested in spiritual things. 
A sinner is impressed by physical suffering, so perhaps 
that is why the Bible describes hell so largely in physi- 
cal terms. It is the kind of description that demands 
the attention of those who need to think about hell. 
When Jonathan Edwards, the first president of Prince- 
ton University, preached about hell, the people were so 
terrified they held on to the backs of the benches and 
screamed. People still need to be impressed with the 
terrible reality of hell. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: The Bible certainly gives us 
enough of an idea about the nature of hell to make us 
deeply concerned about all who are likely to go there. 
What has it to say about the duration of hell? Much 
of the seriousness of the subject of hell hangs on the 
question of how long it will last. If the Bible is clear 
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in any of its teachings about hell, it is clear that it is 
an eternal, final state. The Bible has no doctrine 6f a 
second chance after death. The Scripture we read from 
Luke 16 describes the gulf that exists between the 
righteous and the wicked after death as being perma- 
nent and impassable. The Bible uses the same Greek 
word to describe the term of punishment for the wick- 
ed as is used to describe the term of blessedness for the 
righteous, and that word is “eternal.” (Read Matthew 
25:46.) Perhaps we can sum up a description of hell 
by saying that it is a place of intense and terrible suf- 
fering from which there is no turning back forever. 


PROGRAM LEADER: This is a terrible doctrine. 


he 


Closing Prayer 


No person in his right mind could possibly enjoy either 
ng about it or telling it. In spite of the awfulness 
of it, it is a necessary teaching. It is necessary because 
it is in the Bible, and we know the Bible is true. It is 
necessary because without it we cannot begin to appre- 
ciate the redemption which God has provided for us in 
Christ. We realize the exceeding worth of our salva- 
tion only when we understand the terrible destruction 
from which we have been saved. With regard to the 
Bible’s teaching about hell we have a twofold task: (1) 
We must take this teaching more seriously ourselves, 
and (2) we must warn others of the danger of hell. 








MEDICAL PLAN BENEFITS 
INCREASED FOR 4,300 


ATLANTA, Ga. (PN)—The Board 
of Annuities and Relief here has an- 
nounced an increase in the benefits 
effective as of July 1, 1961, for mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
Group Major Medical Insurance plan. 
Benefits payable on an insured per- 
son’s covered medical expenses, after 
the deductible requirement is satisfied, 
have been increased from 75% to 
80%. 


More than 3,000 active employees 
of the Church or their dependents are 
currently enrolled in the plan. In ad- 
dition, there are 1,300 retired per- 
sonnel participating under the Minis- 
terial Relief Program. These latter 
pay a reduced premium for the pro- 
tection. 


“This is part of the ‘over-all-minis- 
try’ of the Board,” said Charles J. 
Currie, executive secretary, “to the 
active and retired personnel of our 
Church and we are grateful for the 
privilege of service.” 


All full-time salaried workers of a 
given unit (congregation, agency, 
board, etc.) must be enrolled in the 
Group Plan in order for any to be 
eligible for coverage. New full-time 
employees are eligible for coverage as 
of the date of beginning employment 
with the single exception of unskilled 
workers, who must wait six months to 
enter the plan. 





RECORDING AVAILABLE 


DECATUR, Ga.— Columbia Semi- 
nary’s Choir has recorded 138 of the 
selections which it presented on its 
1961 spring tour, and the. long-play- 
ing record is available from the semi- 





THE CHURCH AT HOME 


nary, postpaid, at $3.98. The Rev. 
Hubert Vance Taylor directs the sem- 
inarians on the disc, which was pro- 
duced by the Protestant Radio and 
Television Center. 





CONSTRUCTION STARTED 
ON ‘VILLAGE’ FOR AGED 


DALLAS, Tex. (RNS)—A ground- 
breaking ceremony was held here for 
“Presbyterian Village,” a new home 
for the aged being built by the North- 
east Texas Presbytery of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S. (Southern). 
The village will be located on a 20- 
acre site at Ann Arbor and South 
Marsalis in Oak Cliff. Estimated cost 
for the four main buildings is 
$888,000. A tentative opening date 
has been set for March, 1962. 


One of the unique features of the 
village will be a “health maintenance” 
program which will be aimed at pre- 
venting illness rather than simply 
treating it. Future plans for the vil- 
lage call for individual cottages and 
apartment-type efficiency units for 
elderly people. Residents of the vil- 
lage must be either Presbyterian or 
sponsored by a Presbyterian church. 
It will be open to both men and 
women. 





MORTGAGE IS BURNED 


PORTSMOUTH, Va.—The 19-year- 
old Simonsdale church here has burn- 
ed the mortgage on its property, esti- 
mated to have a replacement value of 
a quarter of a million dollars. The 
church is now completing the installa- 
tion of air conditioning of the sanc- 
tuary and offices. Dr. Patrick H. Car- 
michael is interim minister. 
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CHURCH WILL OPERATE 
AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN) — First 
Presbyterian Church here will open a 
private elementary school in the fall. 
Dr. Walter R. Courtenay, pastor, has 
announced that six elementary grades 
will be added to the present kinder- 
garten eventually, but only three 
grades will be taught the first year. 


When the congregation moved to its 
present location in 1955 it built its 
education building in accordance with 
State standards for public schools. 
The one-story structure is 400 feet 
long and 70 feet wide. Made of steel, 
concrete block and brick veneer, it has 
20 classrooms, library, cafeteria and 
study hall. Classes will be limited to 
20, and the per-student cost will be 
under $400. 





RURAL MINISTER OF YEAR 
IN S.C. IS PRESBYTERIAN 


ATLANTA — A former moderator 
of Mecklenburg Presbytery has been 
honored as South Carolina’s Rural 
Minister of the Year. Rev. Ben Fer- 
guson of Pageland was one of 14 
Southern clergymen to receive awards 
at a banquet at Emory University, 
which co-sponsors the award program 
in cooperation with Progressive Farm- 
er magazine. 


The S. C. Rural Minister of the Year 
serves three churches. From his home 
base in Pageland, he commutes to 
Salem Presbyterian Church in Chester- 
field County, S. C., and to Beulah Pres- 
byterian Church in Union County, N. 
C. Salem is five miles from Pageland 
and Beulah is six. He conducts a full 
program of activities every week at all 
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three churches. He leads worship serv- 
ices at Beulah at 10 a.m. each Sunday, 
drives to Pageland for 11:10 services, 
then preaches at Salem at 3 p.m. 


Mr. Ferguson’s citation called atten- 
tion to his “outstanding leadership in 
town and country churches and in his 
community. He has made an outstand- 
ing contribution to rural life and re- 
ligion in the South.” 


Mr. Ferguson served as moderator 
of Mecklenburg, (N. C.) Presbytery 
during the first quarter of 1961. He is 
a member of Mecklenburg Presbytery 
by virtue of the fact that Beulah is the 
“mother church” of the Pageland and 
Salem churches. He has been in his 
present charge nine years. He has 
spent his entire 26 years in the minis- 
try in rural churches. Other pastor- 
ates have been at Greenwich, N. J., 
Darnestown, Md., and Waterford, Va. 





KEYSTONE MANSE BEGUN 


ODESSA, Fla. — Ground has been 
broken for construction of a new 
manse for the Keystone church. The 
service was conducted by the new 
pastor, Drennon B. Cottingham, with 
the following representatives partici- 
pating: Dewey Riek, board of deacons; 
Mrs. Carl Hutton, Women of the 
Church; Dr. E. S. Campbell, West- 
minster Presbytery; and William 
Hammer, builder. 





REVIVAL REPORTED 


HAMPTON, Va.—The Rev. John L. 
Fain, Jr., of Kannapolis, N. C., was the 
evangelist for a two-week series of 
meetings at Grace Covenant church 
here. Over 30 decisions for Christ 
were reported by the Rev. J. Burdette 
Slicer, Jr., pastor. 


NORFOLK. PRESBYTERY , 
HONORS STATED GZERK 


NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — Norfolk 
Presbytery, in a stated meeting at 
First Church here, gave special recog- 
nition to the Rev. W. W. Grover, who 
served as stated clerk 22 years and as 
treasurer for 38 years. A resolution 
of appreciation was read and a gift 
presented. 


Ruling Elder Charles E. Krantz of 
Phoebus was elected moderator. Dr. 
Thomas E. Gilmer addressed the pres- 
bytery on Hampden-Sydney College, 
of which he is president. Petitions to 
organize new churches at Denbigh and 
Hampton were approved, and five can- 
didates for the ministry were received. 





MONTGOMERY HONORED 


ATLANTA, Ga.—A retired Presby- 
terian U.S. missionary has been named 
overseas secretary (honorary) of the 
China Sunday School Association, 
publisher of Christian literature for 
Chinese churches in Taiwan, Hong 
Kong and throughout the Far East. 
Dr. James N. Montgomery, who with 
Mrs. Montgomery moved the CSSA’s 
offices to Taiwan as the Chinese Com- 
munists took over the mainland, was 
honored by the organization in ap- 
preciation of his work with CSSA over 
the years. 


In retirement, Dr. and Mrs. Mont- 
gomery are living in Decatur, Georgia, 
but they plan to spend the fall months 
visiting Chinese churches in the United 
States and Canada. 





‘HOLIDAY SCHOOL’ HELD 


VICKSBURG, Miss. — More than 
300 were registered for a “holiday 








The Church and Drinking 


Moral laws are not divorced from absolute truth, always and every- 
where applicable. A survey revealing that 58 per cent of the Presbyterians 
serve liquor in their homes has nothing whatever to do with whether the 
Church condemns or condones social drinking. Only 7,000 people in all 
Israel had not bowed the knee to Baal in Elijah’s day, but the minority 
was right and the prophets of God kept saying so. 


... Many deaths are caused by people who say “I didn’t know the gun 
was loaded.” The Church does know that this gun is loaded. 


Perhaps those churches that believe in “moderate” drinking could find 
a good source of revenue in “moderate” liquor advertising in church papers. 
. ..— ADDISON H. LEITCH, in Christianity Today. 








school” at First Church here. The Rey, 
W. F. Mansell, pastor, reported that 
the venture in family-style’ Christian 
Education, conducted in the evenings 
for a full week, was highly success- 
ful. The Rev. B. T. Harbison of Can- 
ton led the Bible Hour, with more 
than 150 enrolled. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


BRAZIL—tThe Rev. and Mrs. E. H. 
Gartrell and family of the West Bra- 
zil Mission and the Rev. and Mrs. 
Donald E. Williams of the North Bra- 
zil Mission have arrived in the states 
for furlough. 


JAPAN — Scheduled to begin their 
furlough in early July were the Rev. 
and Mrs. John O. Barksdale and their 
four children. 


EAST BRAZIL—tThe Rev. and Mrs. 
Edward C. Langham have arrived in 
the U.S. on furlough. Miss Lida Ed- 
monia Knight has returned after a 
term of five years as an itinerant choir 
director in the Brazilian Church. 


NORTH BRAZIL—Miss Mary Gar- 
land Taylor has returned to the field 
after furlough in the U.S. The Rev. 
Thomas Foley is in the U.S. on fur- 
lough, joining his wife and two chil- 
dren who returned in March. 


KOREA—Mr. and Mrs. Clarence E. 
Prince, Jr., have returned to the U.S. 
for furlough after their first term 
on the field. 


MEXICO—tThe Rev. and Mrs. Clar- 
ence M. Bassett; and the Rev. and 
Mrs. C. J. McClendon, are back on 
the field after furloughs at home. 


EAST BRAZIL—The Rev. and Mrs. 
John R. Hornick announce the birth 
of their fourth son, Jay Thomas, in 
Sao Paulo May 22. 


BRAZIL — The Rev. and Mrs. Cur- 
tis C. Goodson; and the Rev. and Mrs. 
Joseph R. Woody, have sailed for their 
stations after a year’s furlough in the 
US. 


JAPAN — Birth of their first son 
and fourth child has been announced 
by the Rev. and Mrs. Woodward D. 
Morriss of the Japan mission. 


JAPAN—Miss Dorothy Jane Spen- 
cer, who has completed a three-year 
term as a teacher of missionaries’ chil- 
dren at the Canadian Academy, Kobe, 
is scheduled to return home in August. 





Power from on high is the supreme 
need of today.—C. G. Finney. 
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LAYMAN—tfrom p. 11 


mission — to preach Jesus Christ and 
all that His life, death and resurrec- 
tion imply. 


Then, and then only, will she be ful- 
filling her mission. Then, and only 
then, can she justify her existence in 
the world and minister to the deep and 
abiding spiritual needs of men and of 
nations. 





‘TO YOU’—from p 6 


gates; He hath blessed thy children 
within thee” (Psa. 147:13). “She is 
not afraid of the snow for her house- 
hold, for all her household are clothed 
with scarlet” (Prov. 31:21). “All thy 
children shall be taught of the Lord, 
and great shall be the peace of thy 
children. . . . This is the heritage of 
the servants of the Lord, and their 
righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord” 
(Isa. 54:13;17). 


Wherefore “according as His divine 
power hath given us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of Him that hath call- 
ed us to glory and virtue, whereby are 
given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises: that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine na- 
ture” (II Pet. 1:3,4), may we, both as 
individuals and as a congregational 
family, seek out and lay claim to God’s 
promises for the children in our midst, 
“That when He shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be ashamed 
before Him at His coming” (I John 
2:28). 


te ok Bo * 
Miss Clarkson is a member of the 


Knox Presbyterian Church, Toronto, 
Canada. 





MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR 
AUGUST 16 


for 


‘JOURNAL DAY’ 
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kitten’. Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS 
8. The Tabernacle Is Built. 


DO YOU KNOW—How the ONE gate pictured Christ? 

LOOK UP in your Bible: John 14:6; John 10:9. 

WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about how Christ is pic- 
tured in the one gate? 


THING TO REMEMBER: We must always do exactly what 
God commands. Exodus 39:43; James 1:22. 


+ &£ & 


THE TABERNACLE IS SURROUNDED BY A COURT. 
Exodus 38: 16-20. 


(Look at the drawing in last week’s Lesson.) 
Connect the objects with the material from which they were 
made. 


All the hangings around the court Silver 
Sockets (bases )for the brass pillars Brass (bronze) 
Hooks by which the curtains hung Fine linen 


Fillets (rods) on the pillars 


THE TABERNACLE IS HALF TENT AND HALF HOUSE. 
Exodus 26:1,7,14,15-19. (Connect the parts that belong 
together. ) 
There were four sets of curtains: 


Ist set-—10 curtains of 
2nd set—11 curtains 
3rd set—a covering of 
Top set—a covering 
The sides were boards of silver 


The sockets were shittim (acacia) wood. 


THE VAIL DIVIDED THE TABERNACLE. 


Exodus 26:31-33; Matthew 27:51. (Cross out the wrong words. ) 
A vail of BLUE GREEN PURPLE YELLOW 

SCARLET and fine linen embroidered with FLOWERS 

a separated the Holy Place from the Holy of 
olies. 


When Jesus Christ was crucified, the vail was CUT RENT 
(torn) from TOP BOTTOM to TOP ' BOTTOM. 
This made it possible for all Christians to come directly to God 
in prayer. 


of badger’s skins 
ram's skins dyed red 
of goat’s hair 

fine embroidered linen. 


¢- &£+ & & 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Are mice mentioned in the 
Bible? See Leviticus 11:29; Isaiah 66:17. 


¢-$ + k F 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the Wilderness,” Copyright 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, California) 
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THE PAULINE EPISTLES, by 
Donald Guthrie. Inter-Varsity Press, 
Chicago, Illinois, 319 pp. $5.95. (Spe- 
cial Introductory Offer—$4.95.) 


Sedulous and scholarly scrutiny 
characterizes the content of this book 
and the spirit of its able author, who 
teaches at London Bible College. Here 
is a thorough and candid treatment of 
the mass of speculative hypotheses 
emerging from a century and a half 
of New Testament criticism dealing 
with the writings of Paul. This con- 
servative appraisal banishes scepticism 
concerning the Pauline authorship and 
the authenticity of his Epistles. 


Although not a commentary and 
not a theological treatise, yet a fairly 
full summary is given of each Epistle. 
This book will not be put aside and 
forgotten after it has been read. It 
will be used repeatedly for reference. 
The comprehensive footnotes and de- 
tailed bibliography indieate a phe- 
nomenal and scrupulous labor of 
scholarship, faith, and love. 


The book includes a valuable chap- 
ter on the personality of Paul, who 
assumed a remarkable authority based 
on his conviction of his divine calling 
and the belief that an appointment of 
God carries with it its own stamp of 
authenticity. Included also are inter- 
esting and readabk chapters on “The 
Collection of Paul’s Letters” and their 
canonization, his sources of informa- 
tion, and a chronology of Paul’s ex- 
periences. Interesting indeed and con- 
vincing is the appendix on “Epistolary 
Pseudepigraphy.” 


Any Bible student will appreciate 
this helpful study, which is the first 
of a three-volume Introduction to The 
New Testament. 


—C. Newman Faulconer, D.D. 
Greenville, S. C. 





UNDER ORDERS: THE CHURCHES 
AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS, by Roswell 
P. Barnes, Doubleday and Co., New 
York, 1961. 138 pp. $2.95. 


Here is a summary—according to a 
Presbyterian minister and present 
Executive Secretary in America of the 
World Council of Churches—of the 
role of the Church in the area of social 
education and action. 


According to Dr. Barnes; the Chris- 
tian must apply a Christian lever 
under such problems as strikes, TV 
programs, alcoholism, race relations, 
obscene publications, highway acci- 
dents, foreign aid, and just about 





GENERAL ASSEMBLY DIRECTS 
PREDESTINATION STUDY 





moderators. 
American theologians of all time. 


so-called Five Points of Calvinism. 


Two scarce Southern Presbyterian books on this subject are available again in 
inexpensive paperback editions at $1.50 each 


J. H. Thornwell’s ELECTION AND REPROBATION. 
R. C. Reed’s THE GOSPEL AS TAUGHT BY CALVIN. 


Both books are by honored scholars of the Church who have unfolded this 
historic doctrine with much clarity and reverent handling of the Bible. Both 
authors were Columbia Seminary professors and served as 


THORNWELL'S treatise is a careful doctrinal study by one of the greatest 


REED’S booklet is a popular treatment in delightful language, covering the 


General Assembly 








Published by . 


PRESBYTERIAN REFORMATION SOCIETY 


P. O. Box 1501 
JACKSON 5, MISSISSIPPI 








everything else that concerns all of 
us. The author regrets the reaction- 
ary view of those church members 
which, in his opinion, further stag. 
nate Christ’s Body as a social insti- 
tution. The attitude of these is: “No 
tensions or disagreements in church, 
please!’’ 


The book is valuable as a history 
of the Churches’ part in establishing 
rapport and understanding with other 
Churches and peoples after the war. 
The discussion of the problems in race 
relations is concise, clear and sea- 
sonable: “The majority opinion of the 
community is not an appropriate guide 
for a church.” A splendid emphasis 
is placed on the cross and the sover- 
eignty of God in pressing the public 
responsibility of Christ’s people. 


However we looked in vain for a 
discussion of holiness as a basic moti- 
vating factor. There was the usual 
suspicion of American wealth, a gloss- 
ing over the evils of organized labor, 
superficial treatment of Communism 
in favor of elaborate social revolution 
with Communism, a neglect of judg- 
ment against the terrible effects of 
the trend in motion pictures, and a 
neglect of the multiple standards of 
morality in courtship and marriage. 


Without this emphasis on holiness 
we have either unrelated dicta such 
as to recognize Red China, or ac- 
commodation with public morality as 
in the case of the UPUSA’s General 
Assembly pronouncement recognizing 
moderate drinking. 


—(Rev.) Robert James St. Clair 
Akron, Ohio 





REINHOLD NIEBUHR — HIS RE- 
LIGION, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL 
THOUGHT. Edited by Charles W. 
Kegley and Robert W. Bretall. The 
Macmillan Company, N. Y. Paperback, 
486 pp. $1.98. 


In this volume, twenty experts i 
philosophical, theological, social and 
political fields analyze and evaluate 
the thought of Reinhold Niebuhr. The 
form of the book is very interesting. 
It begins with an “Intellectual Auto 
biography of Reinhold Niebuhr.” 
There follow twenty essays by authors 
whose opinions range all the way from 
close sympathy with Niebuhr’s pe 
sitions to strong opposition. The essay- 
ists were obviously requested by the 
editors to “pull no punches.” The 
book is concluded with an essay i 
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which Niebuhr “talks back” to his 
critics. 

In view of the mass, the variety and 
the difficulty of Niebuhr’s writings, 
this is a very helpful volume. One 
should not, however, think that this 
js “Niebuhr Made Easy.” It is not 
likely that Niebuhr can be “made 
easy,’ but many of his positions are 
certainly clarified. 


Meanwhile the essays not only tell 
us much about the various facets of 
the thought of Niebuhr, they also tell 
us much about the thought of the 
essayists themselves. 


—Charles E. Kirsch, Ph.D. 
Baltimore, Md. 





WE BELIEVE, by Henry Wade Du- 
Bose. 79 pp. $1.25. 


ADVENTURES IN PARENTHOOD, 
by W. T. Thompson. 155 pp. $1.45. 


THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
AND ITS MEANING FOR TODAY, 
Ernest Trice Thompson. 128 pp. $1.45. 


A CALL TO FAITH, by Rachel Hen- 
derlite. 217 pp. $1.75. 


UNDERSTANDING THE BOOKS 
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, edited 
by Patrick H. Carmichael. 188 pp. 
$1.95. 

All by John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. 


Several years ago we reviewed each 
of these volumes when they appeared 
in the first edition. The new Aletheia 
paperbacks are offered at reduced 
prices. Several of these volumes have 
been revised. 


We Believe is an exposition of each 
phrase of the Apostles’ Creed. Dr. Du- 
Bose clarifies each article of the Creed 
and shows its eternal meaning. Each 
chapter in the book contains sugges- 
tions for study and ends with discus- 
sion-stimulating questions. 


Adventures In Parenthood leads 
parents to think through the delights 
and duties of being a parent. Dr. 
Thompson points out that parenthood 
is an adventure — challenging, re- 
warding, and frustrating and requir- 
ing the best from us. 


The Sermon On the Mount and Its 
Meaning For Today seeks to make it 
clear that the teachings of Christ are 
not merely beautiful ideals to be ful- 
filled in the far distant future, but are 
Pertinent and relevant, demanding and 


summoning men to the only practical 
way of life for individuals, for societies 
and nations. 


A Call To Faith endeavors to trans- 
late the Christian theology into lang- 
uage understandable to the ordinary 
person. We concur with Miss Hender- 
lite in the observation that many 
churchmen do not understand the sim- 
plest doctrines of Christianity to 
which they have committed themselves. 
We do not always concur in her the- 
ology and sociological points of view. 


Understanding the Books of The Old 
Testament is a survey of the Old 
Testament, treating each book in a 
brief manner. The six authors of this 
book are pastors and teachers who em- 
phasize the integral relationship of the 
Old Testament to the New and point 
up the continuing activity of God as 
the Redeemer of His people. This vol- 
ume should be read with discrimina- 
tion. Some of the writers do not take 
too seriously the full trustworthiness 
of the Scripture. 


Understanding the Books of The 
New Testament is a survey of the 
whole New Testament, in easy-to-un- 
derstand language. This volume con- 
tains a very helpful study by Dr. 
James E. Bear on the book of Revela- 
tion. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





Approximately 20 million Japanese 
of a total population of 90 million are 
within the area where the members of 
the Presbyterian, U.S., Japan Mission 
live and work. 





Invest 
in lives 





and your Will 
will live 
Consider Christian Education 
socecmmuennies 
fat auemnaientent. 








FOR SALE: 175 copies of “The Pres- 


byterian Hymnal,” (blue edition) 
excellent condition. 50c per copy. 
Write: Woodlawn Presbyterian 
Church, Boston and Blackstone 
Streets, Hopewell, Virginia. 





HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS WANT- 


ED — We are in need of teachers 
for mathematics, English and Sci- 
ence. Meals in school dining hall 
and living quarters furnished. Con- 
tact Mr. Sam C. Patterson, Pres., 
French Camp Academy, French 
Camp, Miss. 
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with this remarkable new 
system! 
BAKER’S TEXTUAL 
AND TOPICAL 
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prepared by NEAL PUNT 
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THE EASIEST SYSTEM IN THE 
WORLD TO UNDERSTAND 
AND USE! 












® Requires Much Less Time than Other Filing 
Systems. 

* Comprehensive, Workable, and Complete. 

@ Much Less Expensive. 

® indefinitely Expandable, for a Lifetime of 


Use. 

® Beautifully Printed and Bound, in Gift Box. 
“This system is the answer to my twenty 
year search for a practical, simple, work- 
able plan to organize my material. I have 
examined many systems, but never found 
one that I liked.” 

H. W. Wotcort, Escondido, Calif. 


ORDER NOW — SAVE $4.00! 
$19.95. After 1961, $23.95 


Order on approval for 10 days! Full refund 
or credit if not satisfied. 
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00 Please send uu. Copies of BAKER'S 
TEXTUAL AND TOPICAL FILING SYSTEM. | 8 
understand book is returnable within 10 days 
if | am not completely satisfied. a 
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(0 Please send FREE descriptive booklet. | 


At All Booksellers, or a 
BAKER BOOK HOUSE © Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 
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MINISTERS 


Vernon A. Crawford from St. Pe- 
tersburg, Fla., to 34 Ikutacho, 4 
Chome, Fukiai Ku, Kobe, Japan, 
where he will be pastor of the 
Kobe Union Church. 

Jack E. Fisher from 702 James St. 
to 5305 Seminole Ave., Tampa, Fla. 
W. B. Guerrant from Umatilla, 
Fla., to Danville, Kentucky. 

B. T. Vander Woude, Sr., from Lyn- 
den, Washington to Preston, Min- 
nesota. 

J. Elwin Wright from Rumney De- 
pot, New Hampshire to Tjunga, 
Calif. 

John DeSanto from Grayville, Illi- 
nois to Vincennes, Indiana. 

Frank F. Baker (H.R) from Rich- 
mond, Va., to Mt. Airy, N. C. 

R. H. Erwin from Chinquapin to 
New Bern, N. C. (the Neuse For- 
est church). 

C. H. Nabers (H.R.) from Green- 
ville, S. C., to Jacksonville, Fla., 
207 W. 6th St. 

William James Hazelwood, Decatur, 
Ga., has been called to the Second 
church of Memphis, Tenn., as an 
associate minister. 

John T. Barr, Sr., has been honor- 
ably retired by Ouachita Presby- 
tery after 50 years of service. 
Ernest Stricklin from Hazard, Ky., 
to graduate work at Boston Uni- 
versity, Worcester, Mass. 

A. V. Ray from Shady Valley, 
Tenn., to the Wentworth, N. C., 
and Smyrna churches. 

Ben L. Collins, Woodruff, S. C., has 
been called to organize a new 
church in Jacksonville, Fla. 





LETTERS 


EFFECT OF EQUALIZATION 
ON MISSIONS 


The work of our Mission here in 
Korea is not encouraging. The oppor- 
tunities for extending the Gospel are 
virtually unlimited but working cap- 
ital is severely limited. I am convinced 
that some way must be found to chan- 


nel more money from the home Church 
to the field or else very serious con- 
sequences will follow. ... 


In my opinion, the so-called “equali- 
zation” principle which is applied to 
our money structure is preventing 
funds from reaching the Mission fields. 
A very fine article on this subject 
by Mr. Kenneth Keyes was in the 
April 12 issue of the Journal. What 
he says in theory in that article is 
true in practice in Korea. 


It is not as if we missionaries are 
unmindful of the monetary needs of 
the Church at home. Every mission- 
ary readily concurs that the home 
Church must be maintained and 
strengthened. However it is my sin- 
cere conviction that if it were possible 
for Christians in America to fully 
realize what the Church in Asia faces 
in its attempt to survive, there would 
be an immediate change in attitude 
toward Missions giving. As I under- 
stand it, the problem is not so much 
that the money is not being given at 
the congregational level, as it is the 
fact that some of the Church leaders 
are persuaded that it is right and 
proper to take money which has been 
designated for Foreign Missions and 
apply it somewhere else’ in the 
Church... . 


The Apostle Paul spoke on the 
Church being in a warfare (Ephesians 
6:12). ... If we truly believe that 
that is so, how can we hope to fight 
this war if we equate all the various 
functions of the Church, counting 
them equal in value with the preaching 
of the Gospel to men who are without 
God in the world? How can we run 
our hampered missionary institutions 
effectively and fruitfully if other 
agencies in the Church demand that 
money which is given for missionary 
outreach be used to bolster other pro- 
grams? ... Personally, if I believed 
any other work of the Church to be 
equal to Missions in importance, I 
would immediately try to find a place 
in that work... . 


—Joseph P. Cameron 
Seoul, Korea 


The Korea Mission is one that has 
petitioned the Board to send no more 
missionaries unless funds can be sup- 
plied to support them. The mathe- 
matics of further equalization (now 
being planned) are simply this as we 
see it: when you try to impel the 
support of programs the members of 
the Church do not wish to support, 
by subterfuge, equalization, high pres- 


sure promotion, the effect is simply 
that they give less to programs they 
do wish to support. Then everybody 
suf fers.—Ed. 





SCOTLAND CORRESPONDENCE 


June 13 I attended a meeting of 
Glasgow Presbytery. There was much 
protocol, as the Moderator, Presby- 
tery Officer and Presbytery Clerk 
came walking into the church in robes 
and hoods., The Presbytery Officer 
called out, ‘“Moderator entering!” and 
the whole Court stood while the Mod- 
erator bowed three times, to center, 
right and left. 


The following interesting resolu- 
tion passed, after lively debate, 112 
to 103: 


“The Presbytery, satisfied that a 
courtesy call on the Pope paid by the 
Moderator of the General Assembly 
involves a change in the fundamental 
position of the Church of Scotland 
and that no such change should be 
made without due deliberation by all 
concerned, urges the Committee 
charged by the General Assembly with 
the matter not to authorize the Mod- 
erator to pay such a call upon the 
Pope until steps have been taken to 


ascertain the mind of the Presby- 
teries.”” 


—(Rev.) Paul F. Warren 


Dr. Warren is on a summer ex- 
change with the minister of the Hynd- 
land parish church, Glasgow. We un- 
derstand that Presbytery 
has taken the same action.—Ed. 


Inverness 





POTPOURRI 


I read your paper regularly and 
have a strong conviction that you are 
accomplishing more than you realize 
through your faithful defense of the 
faith. 


—Harlin J. Roper, D.D. 
Dallas, Texas 


That is our prayer.—Ed . 





Congratulations on the dignified, 
artistic, orderly appearance of the new 
art “heads”. The work of so conse- 
crated an artist adds a touch to the 
paper as Christian literature. 


—Annie Coleman 
Blair, S. C. 
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